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In Cedar Woods
From the trail bridge,
 the heron stalks amid
cattail strips, the eye all that alters.
 Feathers shimmer
in the stream’s reflection. Now and then
 the bird lifts its talons as it
paces forward, quiet, the eye quick
 to catch a tremor of flow
beneath the surface.
 Then out of silence —
the stabbing sound. The heron feeds
 as one who hungers
for what surrounds the moment,
 aquatic insects and rodents,
perch and sculpin when they appear
 to embrace the full scene,
to grasp patience and proclivity,
 to know nothing in the presence
of mystery, the heron, the waterway,
 the giant in a hiatus of wonder.
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